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CULCAIRN OASIS 
 

Culcairn & District Newsletter 
AUGUST 2024   

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL 
St Joseph's have had a very busy month. Years 5/6 have undertaken the sacrament of Confirmation. We were 
blessed to have Bishop Mark here for their retreat day and to perform the sacrament that night. 
Two of our year 6 students, Pippa and Saysha undertook the Lions Spelling Competition, We were successful in 
winning the competition with a whopping 91 words correct. 
Five of our students represented the school at the Diocesan Athletics carnival with our Relay team placing 2nd. 
Our team will now progress to the Mackillop Athletics Carnival in Sydney. 
St Joseph's celebrated NAIDOC day last week with art, song, food, indigenous games and artefact investigation. 
A fun and informative day was shared by all. 
Year 5/6 visited the Culcairn Early Childhood Centre last week conducting science activities with the daycare 
children. These visits are ongoing, students are engaging in their local community and building their leadership 
skills. 
All our students are currently participating in a five week gymnastics programme concluding with a day at the 
Albury facility. Our students are learning new and wonderful skills. 

HISTORY BOOK LAUNCH AT BILLABONG HIGH 
Over the past two years seventeen former Culcairn Jaycees and 
their wives researched and produced from preserved records a 
50 year, 150 page never before recorded history of our region. 
This book the ‘Preservation of History’ was launched at Billa-
bong High School on June 27th last.  
Along with ‘why and outcome’ copy on over 30 major projects 
that created great change in our community, region, across Aus-
tralia and beyond are 100 photographs and 200 media clips.  
The Junior Chamber of Commerce, better known as Jaycees 
was and still is an international  educational organization offer-
ing individual advancement training to its members. Over 340 
young people passed through Culcairn Jaycees Chapter chang-
ing many lives. 
Two of its most successful projects created became multi mil-
lion dollar industries annually. One being regional, the other 
Australia wide in international inbound tourism. Both having a 
lifespan thirty years beyond the Culcairn Chapter’s 26 year life. 
The book is available at several commercial outlets in Culcairn 
and the Walla Walla Pharmacy at a subsidized cost of $30.00. 
All proceeds go to Culcairn Lions Club community projects.  
Email order via :  culcairnlions.2660@gmail.com  
(plus postage $12.00)  
 

Photo Left to Right: Billabong High School 
Captains Callie and Harry showing the 
school’s gifted ‘Preservation of History’ books 
after the book launch on June 27th 2024 with 
presenters Neville Lowe and Allan Mackie, 
both past President’s of Culcairn Jaycees.  
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Cඎඅർൺංඋඇ Oൺඌංඌ Pඈඅංർඒ Sඍൺඍൾආൾඇඍ 

This newsletter is for the purpose of disseminating 
information and articles free of charge for the benefit of 
the public. This information is not a substitute for 
professional advice and is not intended to be used as 
such. The editors do not accept any liability for any 
loss or damage incurred by use of or reliance on such 
information. The editors of Culcairn Oasis make every 
effort to ensure the quality of the information.  
However, the Culcairn Oasis cannot guarantee and 
assumes no legal liability or responsibility for the 
accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
It is the responsibility of contributors to secure 
permission for the use of any photographs or 
material provided for the  Culcairn Oasis. 

Aൽඏൾඋඍංඌංඇ඀ Sංඓൾඌ Cඁൺඋ඀ൾඌ 

Classified 1/16 page $11.00 
1/8 page $22.00 

¼ page $44.00 

½ page (check for availability) $88.00 

Full page (check for availability) $176.00 

Flyer insert (excluding printing) $100.00 

Pay for 5 ads get 1 free, pay for 10 get 2 free 

Per issue 

Dൾൺൽඅංඇൾ 

Next deadline—12pm Mon 2nd September 2024 

Folding Date—Fri 6h September 2024 at 1pm 
Delivery Date—Wed 11th September 2024 

We prefer articles and advertising to be emailed 
to: culcairnoasis@outlook.com or phone 02 6029 
8291 for more information. 

If you are a new advertiser, email us for  
information & a booking form. 

L˘ˌˊ˕ T˛ˊ˗˜˙˘˛˝ Mˊˍˎ Eˊ˜ˢ 
Available to all residents for medical 
appointments, local shopping, social or other 
purposes in Culcairn. For more information or 
bookings call David Gilmore 02 6029 8291 or Jan 
Scheuner 0488 212 905. P.S. If anyone else 
would like to volunteer their services please 
contact David or Jan. 

Please note this publication is available online 
at www.culcairn.nsw.au 

www.greaterhume.nsw.gov.au 

Oˊ˜˒˜ N˘˝ ˒˗ Y˘˞˛ Lˎ˝˝ˎ˛ˋ˘ˡ? 
If you have not received the Oasis in your 
letterbox, copies have been left at the following 
locations in Culcairn - Council Office, Foodworks 
and Feed the Soul Coffee Shop. You can also 
access the Oasis online at https://
www.greaterhume.nsw.gov.au/Newsroom/
Culcairn-Oasis  

Wˎ Wˊ˗˝ Y˘˞˛ A˛˝˒ˌ˕ˎ˜ 

We greatly appreciate all those who make 
contributions to the Oasis, please keep them 
coming. In addition we would like to encourage 
material from as many people and community 
groups as possible. This will help make the Oasis 
a more informative and interesting read. We will 
readily expand from 8 to 12 pages if more material 
is forthcoming. If you have held an event, please 
send us a report with photos or let us help to 
promote an upcoming event. Any item that you 
think might be of interest is welcome. 
The deadline for each issue is the 1st Monday of 
each month. Please email your item to 
culcairnoasis@outlook.com. 

Helpers needed on Tuesday, Wednesday and  
Thursday (17-19/9)  
· No experience is necessary → Only a positive  
attitude and willingness to help your community is 
needed.  
· High school students are welcome…..and strongly 
encouraged to be involved.  

· Shifts will be 4 hours → For the rest of the day you 
are free to wander.  

· You will be provided with a free entry ticket to the 
site on the day(s) you volunteer as well as lunch 
from our food shed.  

 
Over many years the Culcairn Football and  
Netball Club, Tennis Club and Culcairn Public 
School have benefited greatly from running a food 
shed at the HMFD. Members of these are strongly 
encouraged to volunteer some time to assist their 
club……but anyone (and everyone) in the  
community is welcome to be involved. Running 
one of the FOOD SHEDS this year is an  
opportunity for us to raise money for groups in 
our town. To register your willingness to help out 
contact - Susan Wright (0409 297197)  
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CULCAIRN SHOW REPORT FOR AUGUST 2024 
The 2024 show will be held in Culcairn at the Sports and Show Grounds on Saturday 5th October, the Saturday of 
the October Long Weekend. 
The committee elected Andrew Godde as President, Max Scheetz and Narelle Hogg as vice presidents and  
Stephen Trickett as secretary treasurer. The committee has been meeting and planning the show. 
This year’s show will feature the usual events including horse, dog, shearing, pavilion activities. The committee 
has decided to have the judging of the Pot Plants and Floral Art Section on the Friday afternoon before the show. 
Entries for all pavilion sections will close on Friday 27th September, one week before the show. 
Returning by popular demand, is the wood chopping exhibition. There will be three exhibition events during the 
day. 
The 2024 show will see the continuation of kids activities including kids cooking, floral art, school art, photog-
raphy, Leggo, scarecrow competition, displays of school work and the sporting activities on the main oval. These 
include netball goal shoot, forty goal kick, tennis and cricket activities with no entry fees for all these events. 
A little bit of history. The 2024 show marks 100 years since Bell Family Amusements had a boxing ring in town. 
Bells Amusements, based on the South Coast of NSW, are still operating Amusements. 
From late August check for changes to the show facebook page, our new web page and the show schedule book-
let. The booklet will also be in electronic form and can be down loaded from the show facebook page, show web-
site, the Greater Hume Council web site and Agricultural Society’s Council web site as well.  
We will also have signs up around town with important information on them in the weeks before the show. Watch 
for further information in the September edition of Oasis. The next meeting of the society will be held in the  
Andrew Hoy Pavilion on Monday 19th August, 2024.On Show Day any new volunteers are welcome to assist..  

STAND AS A  
CANDIDATE TO 
SERVE AS A  
GREATER HUME 
COUNCILLOR 
If you have a strong sense of 
community and are keen to 
make a difference, consider 
nominating for the 14 Sep-
tember 2024 Greater Hume 
local government elections. 
Local councils are the level 
of government closest to the 
community. They provide 

key infrastructure, facilities and services to local resi-
dents and are integral to improving the lifestyle and 
amenities of the local communities. Nominations open 
Monday, 5 August 2024 and close 12pm Wednesday, 
14 August 2024. For more information on becoming a 
Councillor and how to nominate visit the Greater 
Hume Council Website/Local Government Elections.  
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HENTY- CULCAIRN PROBUS 
Henty Culcairn Probus met at the newly renovated 
Henty Library. 
Warren welcomed us and thanked library staff for our 
opportunity to have a day at the library/council office. 
Staff member Jo spoke of Susan Kane applying for 
grants to update bathrooms, fresh paint and carpet, 
and new front door and shelving and to be a new front 
desk to  assist folks in wheel chairs to deal better with 
council and library matters. 
The programmes already held included Women's 
week high tea, which was booked out, there is tech-
nology assistance and clay earring making in all li-
braries of the group. 
Library/council office is to be open over four after-
noons at twenty hours per week . 
School children have storytime and there are Ipads to 
be on loan.  
Alison Schuster thanked Jo and presented her with 
our Probus pen  
Warren spoke of Probus travel benefits  
New member, Robyn Lane was our five minute 
speaker and she thanked library staff for being her 
best friends and helping with computing. 
Robyn told of her best Christmas meal ever in 1991 in 
the midst of bush fires. 
The plan had been to have prawns with her daughter, 
but instead her SES alarm had sounded and the world 
appeared dark at 11.00am, there was fire at Sil-
verdale . 
Robyn tells us that heroism is an act of stupidity that 
you got away with. 
The local hall was still standing and lunch was tomato 
sandwiches with no trimmings, for the homeless, 
helpless and happy. 
Warren presented our Probus pen to Robyn. We thank 
her for a most thought provoking story. Yvonne  
Introduced Archival films and  Warren told how he 
had worked with Ken Hall of Cinesound and then 
Channel 9. 
We saw advertising for cactoblastus caterpillars and 
then the need through World War 2 for 500women to 
work towards sending food to our soldiers. 
There was the Otway ranges and Lorne advertised 
and then E.V.B. Sampson, Country party candidate 
introducing his family and telling us that he wanted to 
represent Australians in Parliament. 
We saw the Mallee desert with trees removed to make 
a dust bowl and then farmer Hoffmeyer who planted 
trees to save his farms from the dust storms. 
From the National film archives we have seen 
the1915 Melbourne cup, the opening of the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. Then war in Australia and Kokoda 
front lines, the work of Damien Parer as he described 
our country being in peril. 
Yvonne was thanked for her effort in providing the 
most interesting film footage. 
We send our love to those dealing with illness and 
injuries, and look forward to seeing lots of members 
and guests at Culcairn 14th August 9.30 for a 
10.00amstart for the Great Beanie Handover to the 
Seaman's mission.  We could all wear our own  
beanies too. 

About the Bush 
Who’s hoo owl-wise? 
 
It was such a treat for me recently to hear two Bark-
ing Owls calling back and forth to one another along 
Billabong Creek on the edge of the golf course just 
on dusk. This is the first time I have heard their dis-
tinctive “woof woof” calls around town.  
 
Listed as a threatened species in NSW, Barking Owls 
look a bit like the more common Southern Boobook 
Owl (also known as a Mopoke), but are bigger, less 
dumpy and have larger yellow eyes. Unlike many 
other owls, Barking Owls are not strictly nocturnal, 
and tend to be most active in the twilight hours and 
early morning when they hunt and ambush prey such 
as birds, large insects and Squirrel Gliders. 
 
There are believed to be several reasons for the ongo-
ing decline in Barking Owl populations, including 
habitat fragmentation as more woodlands and forests 
are cleared, loss of old trees with large hollows need-
ed for nesting, and secondary poisoning from eating 
rats or mice affected by brodifacoum-based rodenti-
cides. So please, next time you buy mouse baits, 
spare a thought for our awesome owls and raptors, 
and avoid baits with Brodifacoum, Bromadiolone or 
Difenacoum as the active ingredient. 
 
Other owls that you may see or hear around our re-
gion include Southern Boobooks (with their distinc-
tive “mo-poke” call), and Eastern Barn Owls (that 
have blood-curdling shrieks as part of their reper-
toire).  
 
Although not strictly in the owl family, three other 
nocturnal birds can be occasionally heard or spotted 
in woodlands around our region. The smallest of 
these is the Owlet Nightjar (also known as the Fairy 
Owl) that hunts its insect prey either on the wing or 
by pouncing on it on the ground. Its larger relatives 
are Spotted Nightjars and Tawny Frogmouths, the 
latter of which most people are familiar with for their 
habit of posing as sticks on tree branches and their 
distinctive “ooomm, ooomm, ooomm” resonant call 
at night. 
 
Next time you are out and about in a bushland set-
ting, keep an ear out for the calls of owls and other 
nocturnal birds. I’m sure it will be a hoot! 
 
Left to right: Barking Owl, Owlet Nightjar 
by Colleen O’Malley 
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Albury Wodonga Pest 
Control 

 
Andrew & Michelle Fagan 

For all your Pest Control needs: 
 

Termite Inspections and Treatments, Pre 
Purchase Inspections, Thermal Camera, 

General Pests, Rodents, Cockroaches and the 
list goes on…….. 

Give us a call and I am sure we can help. 
Office: 60296128 or Andrew: 0412 774450 

 



  ISSN  1832-7028 (Print)    ISSN 2652-1318 (Online)                                     730 FREE COPIES PRINTED  
Culcairn Oasis                                          6                                  August 2024 

 

 

Plumbers, Drainers & Gasfitters | Bobcats, Excavators & Tippers 

Farm Water Supply - Reticulation, Troughs, Tanks & Solar Pumps 

Septic Systems | Septic & Trade Waste Pumping 

Sand & Gravel Cartage | Water Cart | Grader Hire 

If you want to dig it, pipe it, pump it or fix it – we can do it! 

M: 0403 191 780   |   www.blueysplumbin.com.au   |  NSW Lic #210558C 
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